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Contents Mental Health Services and Supports
The Wooster City School District is 
committed to providing all students the 
mental health services and supports 
they need. Sixty percent of students 
will face at least one traumatic situation 
that can negatively affect their mental 
health, such as abuse, poverty, bully-
ing, neglect, dating violence and more. 
To help identify and support students, 
Wooster has developed Trauma In-
formed Care Training and Services. 
(Ford, 2018)

The school system offers three school 
psychologists who work to meet our 
students’ behavioral health and learn-
ing needs in a collaborative manner 
with educators and parents.

The school system also provides 
10 school-based counselors who 
provide academic, career, college  
access/affordability/admission, and 
social-emotional competencies to all 
students through our comprehen-
sive school counseling program. Five 
school counselors serve Wooster High 
School, two at Edgewood, two work 
with the elementary schools and one 
works at Boys’ Village. 

To further enhance our mental health 

support services, we also contract with 
The Village Network (TVN) and Anazao 
to provide four clinical therapists who 
work with students to help identify, 
examine and treat mental health and 
emotional issues or disorders. Wooster 
High School, Edgewood Middle School 
and Cornerstone Elementary each 
have one full-time therapist from TVN 
during the school day. Anazao provides 

a therapist to support Parkview, Mel-
rose and Kean Elementary Schools. 
These positions are funded through 
federal Title XX dollars allocated by 
our county commissioners and Wayne 
County Job & Family Services.

Additionally, many teachers and staff 
have been trained to recognize and 
support students who may been deal-
ing with a traumatic situation. 

Trauma-Focused Cognitive Behavioral 
Therapy, which is an evidence-based 
treatment for reducing emotional and 
behavioral symptoms resulting from 
trauma exposure, will be implemented 
during the 2018-2019 school year.

Currently, the district spends more than 
$1.3 million annually to provide these 
mental health services and supports to 
our students.

“We recognize, that as our students 
are faced with more and more difficult 
situations, these services will need to 
expand and we are exploring ways to 
do so. The health and well-being of our 
students is a priority of the Wooster City 
School District and we will continue to 
work to meet the needs of all of our stu-
dents,” said Jennifer Crum, director of 
student services.

Annual Counseling and Clinical Supports

Psychologists $318,000

Counselors $821,000

Clinical Therapists (Title XX) $200,000

ANNUAL TOTAL $1,339,000
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Addressing Bullying in Schools
Bullying in schools has become 
more prolific in recent years, es-
pecially with the increase in social 
media and internet use. It is difficult 
for students to separate themselves 
when they are constantly 
connected. 

As a school dis-
trict, we have a 
zero-tolerance 
policy for all types  
of harassment or 
bullying; however, 
z e r o - t o l e r a n c e 
does not, unfortunately, mean bul-
lying or harassment may not occur. 
These situations have to be reported 
in order for the district to take action. 
When they do occur, and are re-
ported, teachers, staff and adminis-
trators take them very seriously and 
follow board policy to investigate, 
issue consequences and seek con-
structive resolution.

Wooster’s Board of Education policy 
defines bullying as: any unwanted 
and repeated written, verbal or 
physical behavior, including any 
threatening, insulting or dehumaniz-
ing gesture, by an adult or students 
that is severe or pervasive enough 
to create an intimidating, hostile or 
offensive educational or work envi-
ronment; cause discomfort or humili-
ation; or unreasonably interfere with 
the individual’s school performance 
or participation. This may involve 
such actions as teasing, threats, 
intimidation, cyberbullying, destruc-

tion of property, physical violence 
and more. 

We believe that the best way to pre-
vent bullying is to create a culture 

of acceptance, kindness and ap-
preciation for others and 

their differences. 

Last year, the 
Wooster Way 
was implemented 
in grades K-12. 

The mission of the 
Wooster Way is to 

empower the whole person, creating 
a culture that embraces diversity and 
promotes the development of social, 
emotional and physical well-being 
of students and staff members. The 
Wooster City School District has eq-
uity coaches who assist in creating 
and implementing positive lessons 
and programming in their respec-
tive buildings. In grades K-4, we’ve 
implemented The Leader in Me pro-
gram, which focuses on creating a 
positive school environment and giv-
ing students the strategies to lead, 
develop and feel supported. 

These programs are designed to 
create an inclusive culture where our 
students feel welcome and can grow 
and succeed. We recognize this is 
an important issue and are currently 
researching other bullying preven-
tion programs to implement in the 
future to ensure our students have a 
safe place to learn. 

Teenage suicide is on the rise across the country and even the world. 
According to a report by the World Health Organization, suicide is the 
number one killer of teenage girls worldwide and the second leading 
cause of death in teenagers in the U.S. This is a startling and sad 
statistic. 

We understand that teenagers today are facing many challenging situ-
ations, including mental health issues, poverty, relationship issues with 
peers, depression, busy schedules and experimental drug use. 

The Wooster City School District is working hard to provide preventive 
information and intervention support for students who may be strug-
gling. Our school psychologists, clinical therapists and school counsel-
ors work daily to advocate and support our students. 

Any student that is a potential threat to themselves or others is as-
sessed for the level of intervention and support needed to help them 
through whatever issue they are facing. 

Our teachers and staff have also received several trainings to help 
them respond to and assist a student who may be having a mental 
health issue. These include:

QPR (Question, Persuade and Refer): A training, provided by the 
Mental Health Recovery Board, for suicide prevention designed to 
teach staff the warning signs of a suicide crisis and how to respond. 

Mental Health First Aid: A training provided by The Counseling Center 
that teaches how to help someone who may be experiencing a mental 
health or substance abuse challenge. The training helps our teachers 
and staff identify, understand and respond to signs of addiction and 
mental illness. 

The school system’s Department of Student Services is currently re-
searching the Red Flags curriculum for possible implementation during 
the 2018-2019 school year. Red Flags has proven to be effective in 
reducing stigma and increasing mental health literacy for the whole 
school community. 

As a district, we will continue to research and expand the mental health 
services, trainings and support for our students, faculty and staff. 

Suicide Prevention and Mental 
Health Awareness Training

WOOSTER
WAY

Empowering the heart, body and mind
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Tips for Keeping Kids Safe on Social Media
Our teens were born into a technology-rich world where they are equally comfortable communicating online as they are face to face. They gravitate to social 
media as a great way to connect with friends, family and an even wider audience if desired. The instant connection creates a much more intense experience 
for our teens where the volume and instant access to information is magnified and can become quite addictive and also cause negative consequences.

1. Be proactive!
Monitor your child’s online 
world the same way you moni-
tor their offline world.

As a parent, you always know 
where your child is and who he 
or she is with. Use this same 
principle with their social media: 
what sites are they on? who are 
they connecting with?

Model responsible social media 
use to your children

Most adults engage in social 
media as well. If this is you, 
make sure that you model the 
appropriate behavior you ex-
pect from your children.

Schedule time to power down, 
including at bed time

Time away from technology 
helps children and adults from 
getting addicted or feeling anxi-
ety when not connected.

2. Be informed
Read the terms of service. 

Look for any suspicious terms 
such as collecting and selling 
of data, access to location or 
phone contacts. Collecting of 
data of any child under the age 
of 13 is illegal.

Install the app on your device 
first.

Know the positives and nega-
tives of an app before your child 
begins to use it. If you don’t like 
what you see, look for an alter-
native!

3. Be Safe!
Restrict privacy settings.

Apps generally have privacy 
settings fairly open but allow the 
user to set stronger restrictions 
in the settings.

Minimize app access on device.
Apps will ask for access to loca-
tion, contacts and other data on 
the phone. These can be turned 
off and the app will generally still 
work.

When in doubt, delete!
If you or your child begin to have 
negative experiences with a so-
cial media app with things such 
as cyberbullying or strangers 
requesting access, delete your 
account and remove the app 
from the device immediately. 

See something, say something
Children and adults should al-
ways report any inappropriate 
or dangerous behavior they 
see when on social media to a 
trusted adult.

A fantastic resource is Com-
mon Sense Media at  
www.commonsensemedia.org. 
This site and free app is a guide 

for parents and teachers to help 
understand and navigate the 
world of media and technology 
that our children are growing up in. 

Coffee
Superintendent

W o o s t e r  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

with the

Join Superintendent 
Dr. Michael Tefs  

for an update on the 
Wooster City Schools. 

Dr. Michael Tefs
Superintendent/CEO

W W W . W O O S T E R C I T Y S C H O O L S . O R G 

Friday, April 27
9:30 a.m. 

The Wooster Inn

Safety tips for parents of teens using social media (they are also great tips for adults using social media!)
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Spring 2018 Calendar of Events
Friday, April 27 
Parkview: Fit n Fun Race Day - 9 am - 1 pm
Saturday, May 5 
WHS: SAT Test 
WHS: Big Band Dance - WHS Commons - 8:30 
- 11 pm
Tuesday, May 8 
All-City Spring Orchestra Concert: WHS PAC - 
7:30 pm
Wednesday, May 9 
WHS: Gr. 8-12 - Bands Spring Concert - PAC - 
7:30 pm
Thursday, May 10 
All-City Choir Concert: Gr. 5-12 - WHS PAC - 
7:30 pm
Friday, May 11 
Reading Under the Lights - Maurer Field - 6-8 pm

Sunday, May 13 
Mother’s Day
Thursday, May 17 
Edgewood: Gr. 7 Band and Orchestra Concert - 
EW Gym - 7:30 pm
Monday, May 21 
WHS: Music Awards - PAC - 7 pm
Thursday, May 24 
Boys’ Village: Graduation - 1 pm 
Cornerstone: Grade 4 Awards Assembly - 10 - 
11:30 am
Friday, May 25 
Kean: Gr. 4 Awards Assembly - Gym - 12:30 pm 
Melrose: Grade 4 Awards Assembly - 2:30 pm 
Parkview: Gr. K-2 Awards Assembly - 9 am 
Parkview: Gr. 3-4 Awards Assembly - 2 pm 
Last Day of School For Students 

End of 3rd Trimester (Gr. K-4) 
End of 4th Nine Weeks (Gr. 5-12) 
Monday, May 28 
WHS: Marching Band - Memorial Day Parade & 
Services - Wooster Fairgrounds - 9 am  
Sunday, June 3 
WHS: Graduation - Follis Field - 2 pm
Thursday, June 14 
Flag Day
Sunday, June 17 
Father’s Day
Wednesday, July 4 
Independence Day
Monday, August 20 
First Day of School for Students
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Wooster High School’s (WHS) 
Speech and Debate Team recently 
placed third in the state out of 89 
teams at the annual Ohio Speech 
& Debate Association (OSDA) 
state tournament. 

At the tournament, WHS had nu-
merous noteworthy performances, 
including Lexi Nolletti’s first place 
win in Informative Speaking, mak-
ing her the state champion of this 
event. To win the event, Nolletti 
had to face off against fellow WHS 
team member Brynn Savidge in 
the semifinals round. 

Savidge ended up taking fourth 
place in Informative Speaking. 
Additionally, members of the 
WHS team placed in the following 
events: 

• Estelle Shaya/James Nielson – 
Semifinalists in Policy Debate

• John Schmidt/Sophia VanSickle 

– Quarter-finalists in Policy 
Debate

• Jacob Gooch – Fourth Place in 
Congressional Debate

• Aleesha Vaughn – Third Place 
in Declamation

• Dominique Nguyen – 
Semifinalist in Declamation

• Evan Doan/Matt Lorentz 
– Quarter-finalists in DUO 
Interpretation

• Erin O’Donnell – Quarter-
finalist, Humorous Interpretation

• Nick Cosmo – Semifinalist in 
International Extemporaneous 
Speaking

• Alvin Makori – Third Place in 
Original Oratory

• Cate Strong – Seventh Place in 
Program Oral Interpretation

• Jon Michel – Quarter-finalist in 
United States Extemporaneous 
Speaking

Additionally, several WHS stu-

dents on the team were 
recently recognized as Na-
tional Speech & Debate As-
sociation (NSDA) Academic 
All-Americans. This coveted 
award recognizes academic 
rigor, competitive speech 
and debate success and 
personal excellence.

This year, eight WHS stu-
dents have received an 
Academic All-American 
designation, including: Lexi 
Nolletti, John Schmidt, 
Alexis Florence, John Gor-
man, Jonathan Michel, Erin 
O’Donnell, Nick Cosmo and 
James Nielson.

Four Speech and Debate team 
members will also move on to the 
national competition. Senior Nicho-
las Cosmo for International Extem-
poraneous Speaking, junior Jacob 
Gooch for Congressional Debate, 

junior Lexi Nolletti for Informative 
Speaking and sophomore Bryn 
Savidge for Informative Speaking. 

Congratulations to the entire 
Speech and Debate team for an-
other outstanding season!

Wooster Speech and Debate Team Celebrates Several 
Post-Season Achievements

Wooster Students Head to National Middle School Chess Championships
Eight Wooster City School 
District students will travel to 
Columbus, Ohio, on April 27-
29 to participate in the 2018 
U.S. National K-12 Chess 
Championship at the Greater 
Columbus Convention Center. 

The Wooster students who will 
be competing include eighth-
graders Dakota Rowland and 
Jarrius Riblet, seventh-grader 
Ethan Keating, sixth-graders 
Isaac Michener and Gokul 

Selvaraj, fifth-graders Joshua 
Bode and Tony Li, and fourth-
grader Roshan Selvaraj. 

Each entrant will play a total of 
six games: two on Friday, two 
on Saturday and two on Sun-
day. Entrants will receive one 
point for a win, 0.5 points for 
a draw and zero points for a 
loss. The team’s total score at 
the conclusion of the tourna-
ment is based on the top four 
finishers from each team.

 “Chess teaches attentive-
ness, thinking before act-
ing and logic skills,” said Dr. 
Dennis Helmuth, Wooster 
City Schools chess club ad-
visor. “Studies have shown 
that when students take up 
chess, their grades in school 
improve. It also emphasizes 
the importance of sportsman-
ship and mutual support. It’s 
a great alternative to video 
games!”

Bryn Savidge

Lexi Nolletti

Jacob Gooch

Nicholas Cosmo

2018 National Qualifiers

Joshua Bode

Isaac Michener

Gokul Selvaraj

Roshan Selvaraj

Ethan Keating

Jarrius Riblet

Tony Li

Dakota Rowland
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Edgewood Middle School Student 
Wins Wayne County Spelling Bee

E d g e w o o d 
M i d d l e 
School sixth-
grader Elea-
nor Stormer 
Burch won 
the Wayne 

County Spelling Bee. Eleanor 
competed against 36 students 
from 23 schools in Wayne County 
to take home first place after spell-
ing the winning word “Solfatara.” 

Eleanor qualified for the county-
wide spelling bee after compet-
ing against the top 20 spellers in 
the Edgewood Spelling Bee in 
December. The top three spellers 
from this contest moved on to-
gether to the Wayne County com-
petition.

To win the spelling bee, Eleanor 
had to spell eight words correctly. 

Eight Edgewood Middle School 
students received recognition for 
their artwork in the Wayne County 
Art Exhibition held at the Wayne 
Center for the Arts. 

• Sam Carroll, eighth grade, won 
first place in the printmaking 
and black and white drawing 
categories

• Logan Brown, eighth grade, won 
first place in the mixed media 
category

• Lauren Kunkler, eighth grade, 
received an honorable mention 

in the mixed media category 
• Shila Thellman, seventh grade, 

won second place in the crafts 
category

• Marin Dixon, seventh grade, 
received an honorable mention 
in the crafts category

• Luca Mariola, seventh grade, 
won first place in the ceramics 
category

• Katherine Sayre, seventh grade, 
received an honorable mention 
in the ceramics category

• Faith Timko, seventh grade, 
received an honorable mention 
in the sculpture category 

Once all first-place winners were 
determined for all categories, the 
judges selected a “Best of Show” 
winner for both 2-D and 3-D art. 
Brown received the honor for the 
2-D category and Mariola received 
the honor for the 3-D category.

Wooster’s PenOhio Writing Team 
Shines at Division Tournament
Wooster City School District’s PenO-
hio writing team competed in the 2018 
PenOhio 7/8 Division Wooster Central 
North Regional tournament. The team 
was the tournament grand champion!

The eighth-grade team took first place 
out of 12 teams and the seventh-grade 
team took second place out of 14 teams. 
Nora Levy, a seventh-grader, took third 
place overall in the individual competi-

tion out of 69 other writers.

The seventh-grade team consists of 
Mary (Minnie) Pozefsky, Ashley Schro-
er, Nora Levy, Lauren Ciha, Chloe 
Frichtl and Amy Nielson. Coached by 
eighth-grade English teacher Chelsey 
Porter, the eighth-grade team includes 
Sylvie Shaya, Dakota Rowland, Noah 
Bosler-Kilmer, Molly Snyder, Colin Mon-
inger and Anna Schultz.

Wooster Students Receive Recognition at Wayne County Art Exhibition

Noah Bosler-Kilmer

Colin Moninger

Molly Snyder

Anna SchultzChloe Frichtl

Sylvie Shaya

Amy Nielson

Dakota RowlandMary (Minnie) Pozefsky

Nora Levy

Ashley Schroer

Lauren Ciha

Eleanor Stormer Burch
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Four seniors from Wooster High 
School have been named finalists 
in the 2018 National Merit Schol-
arship Program. The students se-
lected include Jeremy Lun, Jona-
than Michel, Estelle Shaya and 
Veronica Anne Velasquez.

More than 16,000 semifinalists 
were reviewed and narrowed 
down by the National Merit Schol-
arship program. 

All semifinalists are required to 
maintain an outstanding academic 
record throughout high school, be 
endorsed and recommended by a 
high school official, write an essay 
and earn SAT scores that confirm 
earlier performance on the qualify-

ing test. 

All finalists are now in progress of 
being reviewed for the 7,500 Merit 
Scholarships. NMSC will begin 
mailing scholarship offers to win-
ners beginning in March. 

Wooster High School Names Four 2018 National Merit 
Scholarship Finalists Wooster High School Robotics 

Teams Advanced to State 
Competition
At the beginning of the school year, 
Wooster High School launched 
the Robotics program as part of 
the Project Lead the Way Engi-
neering Pathway. Eight students 
signed up, creating two teams of 
four students who built robots to 
compete against other robots in 
tournaments throughout the state. 
The Robotics’ Team members are 
Adam Frank, Andrew Frantz, Luke 
Frantz, Owen Howman, Tyler Ke-
ating, Alex Markul, Patrick Miller-
Fredrick and Tyson Taras. 

For their inaugural year, the teams 
had quite a season! The teams’ 
first competition was in December, 
where one team finished eleventh 
and the other 20th out of 54 teams. 
In their last regional competition, 
the Highland Fighting Scots VEX 
Qualifier, Team A won the tourna-

ment and Team B was the Skills 
Competition Champion. This qual-
ified them for the state tournament 
that was held in March. While the 
teams did not place at the state 
level, having two first-time teams 
qualify for the state competition is 
quite an accomplishment!

Wooster High School Junior Named 
OCC Girls Bowler of the Year, 
Qualifies for State Tournament

Wooster High 
School Junior Allie 
Leiendecker was 
recently deemed 
the Ohio Cardinal 
Conference (OCC) 

Girls Bowler of the Year. Leiendecker 
received this distinction after com-
peting in the first-ever OCC bowling 
championship tournament at Wayne 
Lanes in Wooster on Feb. 3.

To be named Girls Bowler of the Year, 
Allie finished first out of 20 bowlers 
after going into the tournament with 

the highest average in the OCC (227). 
Additionally, Allie set a Stark County 
record earlier in the season for a high 
two-game series with a 564. 

The OHSAA district tournament took 
place Feb. 25 at Wedgwood Lanes 
in Austintown. There, Allie qualified 
fourth, which qualified her for the state 
tournament on March 10 in Colum-
bus. There, she placed 13th and was 
named All-Ohio Honorable Mention. 

Congratulations on an out-
standing season!

Estelle Shaya

Jonathan Michel

Jeremy Lun

Veronica Velasquez

Allie Leiendecker
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Recent events in surrounding 
communities and across the 
country are weighing heavy on 
everyone’s minds and has gener-
ated new dialogue about how to 
keep students safe while they’re 
in school. 

On Feb. 26, the Wooster City 
School District held a special 
board meeting to discuss current 
safety and security policies and 
practices, as well as hear feed-
back from approximately 350 par-
ents and community members on 
how to make the schools safer. 

Based on discussions from the 

meeting, the district has created 
a plan to improve the safety and 
security of its buildings.

IMMEDIATE  
ACTION ITEMS

• The district will hire another 
School Resource Officer 
(SRO). This will give the 
school system two full-time 
SROs who will maintain a 
constant presence in our 
school buildings.  

• Wooster High School removed 
students from processing 
visitors.  

• The high school also placed 

a dedicated adult, full time, at 
the front doors of the building.  

SHORT-TERM  
DELIVERABLES 

• An architect is drafting ideas 
and a budget for security 
vestibules for each school.  

• The architect is also drafting 
ideas and a budget for a way 
to separate the public from the 
cafeteria and academic spaces 
at Wooster High School. The 
plan for this is nearly complete 
and will be presented to 
the Board of Education for 
approval in May, 2018. From 

there, the project will go 
out to bid and a timeline for 
completion will be established. 

• The district is investigating 
door alarms for all doors in all 
school buildings. The alarm 
creates an audible sound that 
will indicate that a door is ajar.  

• The district is reviewing its 
visitor process and policies, 
including considering a “no 
visitor”  policy. Invited guests 
would be processed via a 
special door and a specific 
protocol.  

In addition to these deliverables, 
the district will continue all of its 

current safety prac-
tices, including AL-
ICE training and reg-
ular lockdown drills 
for students and staff. 
The district will also 
continue to review 
and revise all safety 
plans as needed. 

If you have any ques-
tions or concerns 
about student safety, 
or thoughts on how 
it can be improved, 
please contact Cen-
tral Office at 330-
988-1111. 

Report a Concern by Phone:  
(330) 988.1111, ext. 1112.

Report a Concern by Web:  
https://woostercityschools.wufoo.com/
forms/school-safety-hotline/

All reports are completely anonymous. 

School Safety  
Hotline

Wooster City School District

See Something. Say Something. DO SOMETHING.

Wooster City Schools Enhancing Security 
Throughout the District 


